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What do the specialists say?

When asked about treatment
preferences for canine parvovirus, 32%
of DVMs selected in-clinic
hospitalization as their primary
approach. Nearly all respondents also
recommended supplemental
treatments to boost recovery rates —
with antibiotics and anti-nausea
medications being the most common,
each rated highly effective at 81-83%.

Parvovirus is a very serious but
treatable disease in dogs, especially
puppies. Most experts agree that early
and aggressive supportive care gives
dogs the best chance of survival.

How Effective Is Treatment?

e Hospital Care: With full hospitalization
and aggressive care, survival rates are
typically 90-95%.

° Outpatient/SheIter Protocols: When
treatment is done at home or in a

shelter under strict protocols, survival is

slightly lower, around 75-85%.
Key Point: The earlier treatment starts, the
higher the chance of recovery.

Core Treatment Plan

These are the main parts of treatment that
veterinarians use:

¢ |V Fluids — Replaces severe fluid loss from
vomiting and diarrheaq, restores
electrolytes, and keeps blood pressure
stable.

e Antibiotics — Protects against dangerous
bloodstream infections caused when
bacteria from the gut cross into the blood
(common with parvo).

o Common choices: ampicillin +
enrofloxacin, or metronidazole if
needed.

e Antiemetics (Anti-Nausea Meds) — Such
as maropitant, ondansetron, or
metoclopramide. Helps stop vomiting so
dogs can hold down food and fluids.

e Early Nutritional Support — Feeding by
syringe, feeding tube, or slurry once
vomiting is under control. Getting calories
in early improves recovery.

e Glucose Monitoring — Low blood sugar is
common in sick puppies and must be
corrected quickly.

Optional [ Additional Support:

 Monoclonal antibody therapy (e.g.,
Elanco’s CPV mAb) — a newer option that
directly targets the virus.

e Antacids, pain control, and warming
support if needed.



Risk Factors for Worse Outcomes

Certain signs or conditions make recovery more difficult:

Risk Factor Why It Matters
Very Low White Blood Cell Count Shows the immune system is suppressed and
(WBC <2,000/pL) can’t fight infection well.

Low Blood Sugar (Hypoglycemia)

Indicates energy stores are depleted; linked with
risk of collapse.

Low Body Temperature (<99°F |
37.2°C)

Suggests the body is failing to regulate
temperature - a bad sign.

Delayed Treatment (>48 hrs after
symptoms start)

Allows dehydration and infection to become
severe.

Parasites or Co-Infections

Make gut damage worse and slow healing.

Very Young Puppies (<8 weeks) or
Tiny Breeds

Have less reserve and weaker immune systems.

No Vaccination [ Incomplete
Vaccination

Usually leads to more severe illness.

Vomiting or Pooping Blood

Shows severe intestinal damage and high
infection risk.

High Lactate Levels [ Poor Perfusion

Indicates the body is in shock and tissues aren’t
getting enough oxygen.

If a dog has three or more of these risk factors, vets may consider the prognosis
guarded and discuss options such as referral to a specialty hospital or humane

euthanasia in extreme cases.

Bottom line: Parvo is life-threatening, but with early, comprehensive care, most
dogs survive. Treatment focuses on fluids, antibiotics, nausea control, nutrition, and
careful monitoring. The presence of multiple severe risk factors makes recovery

harder but not impossible — it just means care must be fast, aggressive, and well-

coordinated.




